BY-LAWS OF THE METIS SOCI=TY OF SASKATCHEWAN.

PREAMBY.R

The Met:s Nation ang People are a distinct socrETY within the
Aboriginaj Peopies of Canada. The Metis are distinct from the
Indians ang Inuic and are the descendants of the historic Metis
who evolived in what ig now Western Canada and partc of the

norchern Unitegd States, ag Peoplie with a common political will
and consczousness.

Having experienced physical ang political conflice _and
dispossess:.on in the late 1800s, we are still engaged in a
continuing Struggle tgo rebuild our social base and revive our-
Culturaj neritage and pride, ag such, we are SCriving for the
tcolitical. legal apd constitutionai recognition and guarantees
Of the righes of our Pegpje, inciuding the rignc “0 a land and
resource basge, self-government and self-government inscitutions.

In order rg achieve thage objectives we are hereby re-
establishing 4 Strong and ravitalized organization within the
province of Saskatchewan, which must invoive all sectors within
our Society. Thig Organization shall be strengthened through a
continuing collective collaborative process at the communitcy

Whilg pursuing these objectives within Saskatchewan., we are also
committed to Co-operating with the members of the Metis Nation
ln the resec of the Metig Homeland in order to deveiop a Natiocnal

Forum O represent our collective interests at the national and
ilnternaticnal levels.

The following By-laws were assed at the Metis Constitution
Conference heig February 20, 1533,“ Prince Alberrt, Saskatchewan.
By-law changes mage at the Annual. General Assembly in 1991 are
also included ip this document. The present Association of Metis
‘and Non-stacus Indiang of Saskatchewan By-iaws as provided for
in By-law No. 13 are hereby repealied and the following By-laws
are substituted jip their piace. These amended By-laws constitute
the sole By-jawg governing the Metis Society of Saskatchewan,

formerly known ag the Association of Metis and Non-status Indiang
of Saskatchewan .



BY-1AW No. 1: NaMm op ORGANIZATION.

1. The Association of Metis and Non-scatus Indians of
Saskatcnewan shall henceforth be renamea and known ag
the “Metis Society of Saskazcnewan‘.

<. In all Contracts, agreements, correspondence, subsidiatv
organ constitucions op by-iaws or any other documents,

BY-LAW No. 22 MEMBRRSENTYD .

1. a) Membership ;g comprised of the Aboriginal Peopje
known ag "Metis* ang who meer the criteria in Sub-section (b).

B) A Metig is a person of Aboriginal ancescry, who:
1 .

b) has traditionally held himself/herseif out
to be a Metig, .

C) has been recognized by the community-ac-
large ag 5 Metis.

2. Any Metis who ig a member in good standing of a duly
registereq Local ig 5 member of the Metis Society of
Saska:Chmn.

3. Members shall phg issued a membership card ag adopted by the
February, 1988 Metig Constitution Conference.

a) This carg shall provide life-time membership in
i

b} There shaj; be no fee for membership cards. _
c) Hlllbe::hip cards shall he numbered and a register
maintained in the Head otti;:e_. Replacement

d) Mmoi'ship cards shall he issued by the President .
O Secretary of a duly registered Loca] upon completion
Of the designaced form.

4. wWhere there jg 5 dispute as o membership, a ruling shall. be
made by the Local, wit?: 4 right of appeai to the  Regional
Council. a further arpeal can be made to the Provincial Metig
Council, with a final righe of appeal to the General Assemhly
which decigion shall be final and binding,



. Yhereas tne Metis are seeking selif-governmenc as a
third order of government within Canada, the
Organlzatlon shall pe non-sectarian and non-partisan.

4.' Members o¢ the Organizacion are not preclugied from
Qining Politicajl Parties of the two other orders of

governmenc, being the federal and Provincial levelis of
governmenc.

3. Any member of the Provincial Metis Council who choses
CO seek the nomination of any Provincial or Federal
Political Party in apy Provincial or federal election
shall imediat:ely forfeit their seat opn the Council, and
Such vacancy shai] pe filled through a by-election, as

BY-LAW No. s, Locarg

ballot box or conducted ar 4 General Asgsembly of the Local
membership,

4. Any Metis who is sixteen years of age or over and is a member-
g of the

in good standip Local shail be entitled to vote or seek
office.

5. Each Locai shall enace by-laws which are not

SOTtEatLonC With these By-lawy, including:the establishmenc-o-
portfolios |, COMMLttees or- other— hariiee oo o Cabl



-Smmunicy  ang other i1ssues, and such Local by-laws snall pe
~8gistereqd with the Head OCffice of the Organizacion.

5. The Locals shajj Provide yeariy up-dates of their
Membership tg tpe Head Office, Separating those memoers whg are
4inaer sixceen Years of age, from those Sixteen and over.

7. The Locais shall be responsible tg prepare the Communitjes
for the a8ssumption of Metis Self-govermment, which includeg land,

8. The Locals May incorporate with the appropriate
government department .

°. The Locais may seek the necessary finances and resources
Lo carry oue their Programs, services and objectives, apg
wnere sgo Fequested the Provineial Metis Council shaj] assaisc in
Securing these flécessary finances ang resources.

3. The Regionaj} Councils shajj] be responsible for programs and
services decentralized to that levei.

4. The Regicnaj Councils shaj) SNACC by-laws which are nee
loconsistent wyiep these By-iaws ang Such Regional by-laws shaj]
be registereq with the Head Office of the Organization.

resources tg out icg p - .Services, objectives and
duties, and where so requesceg the Provincial Metis Council shall
assist in s lng these necessary f es and resources.



°. a). ae any time, if in the OBinicn of the Regicnal Couneil,
32 Regional F.epresentat:we 1S not CaAXrying out his/her job or
lecnargzng his/her tesponsibilities, rhe Regiocnal Counecil

call a special MeeLing with at leasc 15 days written notice to
all Locailg ia the Region and to the Regional Represenca::.ve, at
whicha T8eCing a motign of non-confidence may be considered by the

_ ® . The effact of 3 _vote of non-confidence is tq cause

lmediately the Carmination of the responsibilities of thg

Regiocnal Representative ang to declare the position vacant, _and

Such vacancy shall pe £illed through a by-election as provided
Q. 12.

£). where a vacancy is created by virrue of this provision,
Or by other cauge, including death or resignacion. the Regi :
Council shaj) elect from the members of the Council an interim
Regional Reptesen:acive. who shall serve unri] a by-election hag
been heid and the vVacancy filled.

10. a). fThere shall be 12 Regicns as set out in Schedule A of

Sehadule € insinde boundary change whiaohy
iﬂcozvong..huls -mc:mg.m;fu-smemmcu.ss-

b). Due to the geographic area Covered, Northernm Region IT

ve LStant Regional Represencacive resident in the
Far North. This Assistane Regional Represencative shall form
Parc of the Regigona) Council, act in the capacity of Vicee



d).  The BIOVisions of thig section do not freclude the
Members cf thege Communities from voting for and Seexing the
POsSition of Regional Represem:atzve.

ll. Zach area (Region) will have an appointee to the Provipeial
Met:s Housing Corporaticen Board.

. - cY
12.  Anyone appointed by the Areas/LocaJ.s €O our Met:s Socie
affiliaceg, or the Metig Sc:ciecy committees, must he a card
Carrying member of the Metisg Society of Saskatchewan.

2. The Provincial Meeig Council shail be composed of tpe
elected Regionai Rep:es‘em:atives and a President, Secretary and

Treasurer electced PIovince-wide, for 4 total of 15 Provinecial
Metis Counci] hembers,

3. a) The Provinecia]l Metis Council shall have the authority to
appoint Ccmissions. Committees or other sSubsidiary organs, where
these are deemeq necessary in order tg effectively carry out. the

activities ang functiong of the Organization and General Assembly
directives.

b) The Provincial Metig Council shall designate persons who

may have Signing authority for the purpose of conducting the
affairs of the Otg'anizat:ion.

4. The Provincia} Metis Council shajl meet at least once every
two months.

a) he dies or resigns
b) he is under sixreen (16) years of age

€} he is remgyeq from office pursuant to By-iaw No. §,
Section 9,

. , : hold
8. A member of the Provinciaj} Metis Council also ceases to _
office when he loses the confidenca of three-quarters (3/ 4) of
the Provincia) Metis cmm:il.w; provided that this decision
is racified by the Regiona) . Council which rhe mam~




and by the Genera} Assembly o Special Meecizg i C2e case of the

residene, Secret:ary or T:easurer.

. The resulcing vacancy s governaeg 5 By-law No. g, Sub-

Seéction o, and in ppg case of the President, Secretary or
“Teasurey Sy By-layw No. 12 dealing wich by-eiecticns,

10. a member cf tpg Provineia; Metis Council is not Prevented
£rom holding 5 Salaried pogirs ' S0 :
SaskatChewan. PIXovided the PIilor approval of the Provincia} Metis
Counci] has heep granted.

11. Any Salaries, bagic allowances, per dimps. ho_norariums.

Cravel eéXpenses ang Other Temuneracion shajl be aetermined by the

°rovineia}l Metis Councy:, Subject g review by tha Genera}
y.

3. The Execuriye Of the Provinesiaj Metis Councii Shall meec- ar
least once per month ang three members shall constitute a quozrum.

. mﬂrm-m serviceg cmhythu:v
are Wymhmupwmmco
thlltomitt.cumy. In: t.h-ylhl.u.pm'l

1. The Genera; Assembly, Osed of delegates from the Localg
and theg Members ¢ t gg’vmciu Metig Council, shall he



is posszble.

2. Selegaces t2 the Genera} Assemply snall be cllosen Ly eaecp
Locaj on the followmg basis:

a) foupr delegaces for the first one hundred members o any
Part therepy, : ' .

B) three delegateg for eacp Succeeding gpe hundregd Members
Or any parc thereof,

by rhe Zation, ever such finaneiaj T@Sources apg
availahj

5. The Generaj Assemb)y shall be tpe finai authority of the
Organ:l.za::.on.

6. The Genera} Assemb]y Shall haye the authority tg €Stabligh
COm_nissions. Committgeg OF other Subsidiary Organs, ajong with

their Mandates fop Purposes deemeg hecessary by rhe Assembly,

l. The Provinesia; Metig Council ;g enabled tg call a Speciaj
Meecing of the m!lnbe:ghip upon 15 daya_ Written notice of the date
and place of the meeting being given o the President op-
Secretazv of each Local.

2. The Pmincial Metig Couneci ) shall caj; 4 Speciaj Meeting-
en r

Jpon the wries 8quest of poe less than thirey (30) registered
Localg,

3. The Tules governing tne Generaj Assembly i By-law No. 9
-Shall ajgq apply ¢q thisg By-law.

BY-LaW No. 11; LEADRRg Sty

l. The Provincial Metig Counci] shail Provide a Forym whereby
the President:s Cf each Locaj, a.!.ong With the mambers of tgg
Counci], will pe enabled tg review .develoqunts in areas
relevance for the Purpose of fonmj.gc:.ng Policy.



BY-LAW No. 12: EuECTYONS

. Any memper wno is Sixteen years of age or older may wvote or
Seek eiecteqd office within the Metis Society of Saskatchewan.

<. Zlections for the Provincial Metis Council shail he held at
least every three vears.

. a) Regional Members of the Provincial Metis Council shail

be =slected within their respective Regions through the
establishing of A poll in each Local.

b) a DProvincially elected Executive i3 comprised of the
President, Secret:ary, Treasurer. The Executive can run for (2)
terms of three (3) years eachn only.

4. a) A Metis Elections Commission composed of 3 mempers ig

empowered to oversee and conduce the general eiections and by-
elections of the Organizatcion.

b) The firse members of the Commission shall be selected by

the delegates to the Metis Constitution Conference of February,
1988.

¢! The terms of office of the members of the Commission
shall cease at the General Assembly following the elections.

£) The Commission shall ensure that the necessary election
guidelines are jp place, along with the Chief Electorai Officer.
ed onnel. :

h) The decisions of the Commission shajl be final and

binding, subject Lo the right of appeal to the Generai Assembly,
which decision shall be fina} and binding

, L , . : te of
j) The Provinciai Metis Council shall decemnq the ra _
remumneracion and expense accounts for the Commssion members,



::m:.ss:l.on -

z. Jlothing :a thege By-laws shall be construed as Freventing
Tempers of the Organizatigon frem organizing parcies or slac_e5. for
-7e turpose of pParticipacing i1n the eiecrc:ons and Seexking offjca.

5. Ia the event of g vacancy cn the provincial Metis Counci],
3 Dv-eiection snall be Reld within ninety (90) days frem the date
oL the Vacancy.

7. All candidaces, upon the filing of their nomination pPapers
shall take ;5 leave of absence from any elected or salaried
Position with the Organization, which includes any Position on
the Z2ocard or staff of any of the Organizacion‘s Subsidiary
Dodies. Such leave shall be without pay, expenses or any otcher
fgrm CL remuneration until the day after the polls for such

2. There shall be a Sub-0ffice located in Northerm Saskatchewan
in the event that the Genera) Assembly does not locate the Head
tchewan.

2. The Provincial Metis Council shall make thig a priority .
agenda item, and shall involive the Elders within the Organization
in the determination of the roie that the Senate shall assums.



-+ An Auditor-Genera] Shall be appointed from the memoersnip by
the Genera} Assemoly for a repm of two years, and sucn Auditor-
“€heral may te re-appointed or another seiected.

The Auditor-Generaj shall be independent and have Complete
CCess tz al]l of the finaneia] reccrds of the Organizat:ion,

bt

l. The Auditor-Generai} shall make vearly reports to the General
Assemply, “hich has sole authority over the Auditor-Generaj .

. e
Auditor-Genera) apg shall provide the financial and ogper
resources fiecessary for the work of the Auditor-Genera],

=-  The period of Iemneration for the Auditor-General shal] he
determined by the Provincial Metis Council, but shall noc be less
chan one month per fiscaj vear.

1. a11 existing Programs, services, institutions and departments
shall continye to serve the current clienteie.

1. Nothing in these By-laws shaj; prevent the Organization frem

decentralizing funds by written contract to a duly incorporaced
Regionai Council.

BY-LAW No. 13, REDISTRIBUTYION

l. The Regions ag established by the February, 1988 Conference
an interim measure and shall he subject to alteration
through the continuing process 48 provided for in By-law No. 19,



~eveiccmene o; Eolicical ang Organizaticnal structures Ccnsistent
“1th Met:ig self—governmenc.

1. The Frovincia] Metis Council shaijl set cut :-he Cerms of
“eference Cf the Met:s Consn:.:uc:.on Commission.

The five TEMDErs of the Merss Constitution Commission be
+8cteqa frpm the Assembly ag 4 wnole.

D o0

6. The Commission shall report on 2 periodic basis tgq the
Provinciaj Metis Council, op 43 requested by the President .

BY-LaAW No. 20: mhnmnuou

1. Except for By-laws No. 12 and 13, being electiong and the on-

going Process, tpe Provisions under these By-)aws shall be
lmbiementeadq 48 requisite financial resources become available.
2. Notwicnst:andinq Sub-section 1. the Genera} Assembly may

determine which Provisions in these By-iaws shall receive
prigricy.

BY-LAW No. 23, AMENDING romamra

l. Unless Otherwige SPecified in thege By-laws, the By-laws can
only be amendeq at a Generaj Assembly by the MAJority of three-
quarters (3/4) of the delegatces Presenc.

BY-LANW No. 23, WINDING Up |

1. On the winding yp of the Organizarigy, all assets remaining
after the Payment of any just debts ang obligaticns shail bhe

distribuced to one or more organizad charitahle Organizations in
Canada.





